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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the citation "a 
plurality of channels formed is said sheet member" should read as -a plurality of 
channels formed in said sheet member--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mayrand (US 5,551 ,204). 

In regard claim 1 , Mayrand shows in Figure 3 a structure comprising a 
sheet member 1 1 having an upper surface and a bottom surface, a plurality of 
channels 12" formed in the sheet member 11, said channels 12"extending 
inwardly from said bottom surface, at least one channel having a pair of opposed 
sidewalls 15, said at least one channel having a plurality of apertures 16 formed 
in at least one of said sidewalls 15. 

In regard claim 2, wherein each of said channels 12" has a pair of 
opposed sidewalls 15, each of said channels having apertures 16 formed in at 
least one said sidewalls. 
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In regard claim 3, wherein all of said sidewalls 15 have apertures 16 
formed therein. 

In regard claim 6, wherein said channels 12" each have a generally U- 
shaped configuration. 

In regard claim 7, wherein said sheet member 1 1 is formed of a metallic 
material (col. 3, line 67). 

In regard claim 9, wherein said channels 12" extend transversely of said 
sheet member 1 1 . 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sigmund (US 6,941,707). 

In regard claim 1, Sigmund shows in Figures 1C and 1D a vented soffit 
panel comprising a sheet member 100 having an upper surface and a bottom 
surface, a plurality of channels 30 formed in the sheet member 1 1 , said channels 
30 extending inwardly from said bottom surface, at least one channel having a 
pair of opposed sidewalls 20, said at least one channel having a plurality of 
apertures 34 or 234 formed in at least one of said sidewalls 20 (col. 4, lines 33- 
34). 

In regard claim 2, wherein each of said channels 30 has a pair of opposed 
sidewalls 20, each of said channels having apertures 34/234 formed in at least 
one said sidewalls. 
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In regard claim 3, wherein all of said sidewalls have apertures formed 
therein (see Fig. 1D and col. 4, lines 33-34). 

In regard claim 6, wherein said channels 30 each have a generally U- 
shaped configuration. 

In regard claims 7-8, wherein said sheet member 1 1 is formed of a 
metallic material is aluminum (col. 3, line 32). 

In regard claim 9, wherein said channels 30 extend transversely of said 
sheet member 100. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mayrand (US 5,551 ,204). 

In regard claims 4, and 5 Mayrand teaches the basic structures for the 
sheet member as stated above; however, Mayrand does not teach specifically 
each of said sidewalls extending inwardly and rearwardly at an angle between 75 
and 88-degrees with respect to said upper surface. Applicant fails to show 
criticality for specifically claimed angles, therefore it would have been an obvious 
design choice to use the angles between 75-88 degrees such specified to these 
claims. 
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Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sigmund (US 6,941,707). 

In regard claims 4, and 5 Sigmund teaches the basic structures for the 
sheet member as stated above; however, Sigmund does not teach specifically 
each of said sidewalls extending inwardly and rearwardly at an angle between 75 
and 88-degrees with respect to said upper surface. Applicant fails to show 
criticality for specifically claimed angles, therefore it would have been an obvious 
design choice to use the angles between 75-88 degrees such specified to these 
claims to adjust ventilation throughout a building. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Chalmers et al. teaches adjustable soffit system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from 
the examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6847, Mon-Thu (7:00-5:30), Fridays off or examiner's supervisor, 
Naoko Slack can be reached at (571) 272-6847. The examiner's right fax number 
is (571) 273-6847. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
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http://pairdirect.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 
7/26j2006 
CQN 





